SCALE COUNTS

The Tables that follow have been largely extracted from:

The Complete Guide to the Snakes of Southern Africa by Johan Marais
FitzSimon's Snakes by D. Broadley
Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africaby Bill Branch

We have followed Johan Marais format of presentation.

While every effort at accuracy has been madeit is natural
that with awork of this type errors of both typography and
actual fact arelikely.

If you have better/more accurate information please contact:
Sean Thomas at his email account - sean@netactive.co.zaand
engage in dialogue so that we may make thislisting as accurate
aspossible.

Legend =
NOTE: ()=Rarely +=And /=0r * = Scalesaround the eye

GENUS: AMBLYODIPSAS

. No of
Midbody ;Ds?r:eltcje Total gqu]gld Noof | Upper | Noof | Noof L ower
Species scale |Ventrals g Sub- i Upper |Labials | Pre- Post- . [Temporals
rows <l Caudals iR L abials |entering |Oculars|Oculars Elaelie
Caudals Entire 9
the eye

Rlenedess 17 133-157 |P 28-39 |D 7 3+4 0 1 / 0+1+1
concolor (6)
Amblyodipsas 6
microphthalma |15 127-155 |P 1826 D 5 2+3 0 1 s o
microphthalma
Amblyodipsas
microphthalma |15 146-168 |P 20-24 D 5 2+3 0 1 5/6  |0+1
nigra
Amblyodipsas

. 6 3+4 1 7
polylepis 17-19  |154-215 |P 1531 |D 5 2+3 [° ©) @8 [0
hildebrandtii
Aot o= 19;21 6 3+4 1 7
polylepis 23) 154-215 |P 1531 |D 5 2+3 [° ©) @8 [0
polylepis
Ambl_yodlpsas 15 172-205 |P 18-29 D 5 2+3 0 1 5 0+1
ventrimacul ata




GENUS: AMPLORHINUS

Amplorhinus
multi maculatus

4+5 2+2

133 154 56 91 (7) (3 +4) 9/10 (1 +2)

GENUS APARALLACTUS

Aparalla:tus 3+4 5 0+1+1
126-186 29-63
capensis (2+3) (4/6) |(1+1)
Aparalactus 6 3+4 5 0+1+1
215 150-173 |S 49-60 |E 1 1

guentheri (5) (2+3) (6) |(1+1)

Aparalactus

unlatos |15 144-176 |S 865 |E 6 s 1 1 6 |0+t
@) (5)  |(0+1+2)

lunulatus

FipzrellZEILE (iR 108-123 |s 20-35 |E 5 243 |1 1 5 |o+1+1

nigriceps

GENUS: ASPIDELAPS

Aspidelaps ! 143
lubricus 19:21/23 [144-161 |P 30-33 ||E 7 3+4 2/3 8
; 2 (1+4)

cowlesi
AepnelEgs 6 3 2+3
!ubrlcus 19 149-172 [P 27-36 ™ 3+4 1 @) 8 (2+2)
infuscatus
Aspidelaps _
lubricus |19 142-168 |P 20-28 |E 6 344 1 3 g %82+

. (7) 2 (2+2)
lubricus
hepilgs 6 3 2+4
scutatus 21-25  |114-125 |P 30-39 |E ™ 4 1 (1/2) 7-9 (2+5)
fulafula
Aspidelaps 5 4 L 8
scutatus 21-23  |108-121 |P 27-35 |E 2/3 2+4
) . 7 3+4 2 9
intermedius @ Sa I ©
Aspidelaps o1 5 1 3 2+4
scutatus 110-122 |P 20-30 |E 4 8
Stz © @ @9 variable)




GENUS ATRACTASPIS

Atractaspis 21-23 3+4 1+2
196-260 18-28 1
bibronii (19;25) 4) (2) (2+2)
Atractaspis
congica 19/21  |193-225 |P 18-25 |E/D 5 3+4 1 1 5 1+2
orientalis
Atractaspis 23 1 6
duerdeni25) 193-225 |S 19-27 |E 5/6 3+4 1 2 (5/7) Ivariable
Bitis
. 27-29  |120-130 19-30 13-15 13-16 |13-16 |11-14

abanica
Bitis
arietans 29-41  |123-147 |P 14-38 |E 12-17 |0 12-16  |12-16 |13-19
arietans
Bitis 2529 |115-128 |P E
armata
Bitis

27-33  |118-144 |P 15-31 |E 913 |0 10-16 |10-16 |10-16
atropos
Bitis 23-31 10-16 ||10-16
cauddlis |2D) 120-155 |P 16-40 ||E 10-14 |0 (917:18) [(9:17:18) 10-15
Bitis 2529 |190.152 |p 1837 |E 11-15 |0 11-15  |11-15  |11-16
cornuta (23)
Bitis
gabonica (33-45  [124-140 P 17-33  |[E 13-17 [0 1521 1521 ||16-22
gabonica
Bitis
. 27-31  |126-138 |P 19-30 |E 13-15 |0 13-15 |13-15  |11-13
inornata
Bitis
. . 2331 |117-144 |P 1530 |E 10-14 |0 10-13  |10-13  |10-13
peringueyi
Bitis 2529  |126-143 |P E
rubida
Bitis 12327 110 199 s 1727 [E 913 |0 814 s14  |o15
schneideri |(21)
Bitis

25-27  |147-155 |P 22-33 |E 13-17 |0 14-18 |14-18 |13-16

Xeropaga




GENUS: CAUSUS

Causus 8/9 2+3

108-126 10-19
defilippii (7) (7/10) |(2+4;1+2)
Causus 17-19 6 9/10 ||2+3
rhombeatus |(21) 134-155 |PIS 20-33 |E R 0 2-3 1-2 varisble (2+4:2+2:3+3)

GENUS: CHILORHINOPHIS

Chilorhi nophl
gerardi gerardl

254294 19 31

GENUS: CROTAPHOPELTIS

Crotaphopeltls 3;4+5

bereless e 151-158 35-39 (4+5)

Crotaphopeltis |19 i 8 34+5 |1 2 9-10 [1+2
hotambosia |21 %174 P 2447 || @9 aidble (2 (@) | @+

GENUS: DASYPELTIS

Dawpeltls 3+4 2 2+3;3+4
23-27  |208-237 21-28 7-9 i
inornata (6/ 8) |(2+3) (2) (3 (3+3)
Dasypeltis
medici 23-27  |[215-259 |P 71-109 ||E 7 3+4 1 2 7-9 2+3
medici
Dasypeltis 7 3+4 1 2
21-27  |180-243 |P 38-78 |E 79  [2+3
scabra 6/8) [(2+3) |(? (3




GENUS: DENDROASPIS

Dendroaspis |19 2+3
angusticeps ((17/21) 201-232 99-126 variable
Dendroaspis (23-25 4 3 3/4 11-13 [2+3
polylepis |2 2L P 109-132/ b M0 aegy @ (@5 |(10114) variable

GENUS: DIPSADOBOA

Dlpsadoboa

aulica 172-197 75-100 (7) vari able (9) 1+1+2
Dipsadoboa

flavida 17 170-197 |SIP 79-100 |E 8 35 1 2 10 |1+1+2
broadleyi

GENUS: DIPSINA

2+3
(2+3) (4/5) (9/11) variable

1+2
(6/8) (4+5) (2) (2/4) var| iable

Dipsina
multimacul ata

4+5

144479 28 45 (7/9) Van S ble

GENUS: DISPHOLIDUS

813

Dispholidus||1 164201 104442 3+4

typus typus (17/21)




GENUS: DROMOPHIS

1+1 142
138- 159 83 105 (1/3) Var.ab|e

Dromophis
lineatus

=
~

GENUS: DUBERRIA

(1)

Duberria 3+4 1+2
s e [ 118-144 24-51 (5 718) |variable |* (5 718) |(1+1:1+3)
Duberria

. 6 3+4 1 6 1+2
lutrix 15 117-139 P 2039 |E (5:7/8) |variable | ) (5,7/8) |(1+1;1+3)
rhodesiana
Duberria 1-2 6 1+2

) 15 91-110 [P 20-40 |E 6-7 3+4:4+5 |1 _
variegata 3 (4,5/7) |(1+1)

GENUS: ELAPSOIDEA



Elapsoidea
boulengeri

138-161

14-27

(3+4)

Elapsoidea
guentheri

13

131-156

15-26

3+4

1+2

Elapsoidea
semiannulata

13

136-161

13-28

3+4

1+2

Elapsoidea
sundevalii
decosteri

13

136-159

22-28

3+4

1+2

Elapsoidea
sundevalii
fitzsimonsi

13

156-180

17-23

3+4

6/7

1+2

Elapsoidea
sundevalii
longicauda

13

148-179

21-33

3+4

1+2

Elapsoidea
sundevalii
media

13

140-168

13-23

3+4

1+2

Elapsoidea
sundevalii
sundevalii

13

147-181

P(S

16-28

3+4

1+2;1+1

GENUS: HEMACHATUS

Hemachatus
haemachatus

(17)

116 150

30 47

(2)

8/9
(7)

2+3
(2+2 2+4)

GENUS: HEMIRHAGERRHIS

Hemirhagerrhi S|, 4+5 1+2
156-183 68-98 9/10
nototaenia (7) (3+4) (1+3;2+2;2+3)
Hemirhagerrhis 8 4+5 1+2
L 17 154-177 |P 52-75 1 9/10
viperinus ) (3+4) (1+3;2+2;2+3)




GENUS: HOMOROSELAPS

Homorosel aps|, .
210-239 22-33 0+1
dorsalis (6)
Homorosel aps 0+1
15 160-209 |P 24-43 |D 6 3+4 1 1 6
lacteus (1+1)

GENUS LAMPROPHIS

Lamprophis |2 4+5 1

165-185 |P(S 35-58
arom |2y © @5 @ w9 |2
][_ig(r?iproph|s 2123 |178-183 |P 2831 |E 78 |a+s 1 2 78 |142
Lamprophis 8 4+5 9 1+2
s 25-35 [186-228 |P 4571 |E © variable |12 2 (8/10) |variable
Lamprophis 3+4 1

19 165-199 |P 56-74 |E 7/8 2 718 |1+2
fuscus (5+6) |2
Lamprophis 7 35

21-25 [186-230 |P 46-72 |E 1 2/3 8 142
guttatus 9) (4+5)
Lamprophis |23 35 1 2 8
. 170-196 |P 4570 |E 8 142
inornatus  |(21/25) 4+5 |2 1 (7)
Lamprophis |, 199-208 |P 7591 |E 8 35 |1 2 911 |142
swazicus




GENUS: LEPTOTYPHLOPS

|Leptotyphl ops conjunctus conjunctus |14 |10 [192-238 [20-27 |
|Leptotyphl ops conjunctus incognitus |14 |10 [230-292 |26-35 |
|Leptotyphlops distanti |14 12 |239-307 |19-30 |
|Leptotyphlops gracilior |14 |10 |308-353 [24-41 |
|Leptotyphlops labialis |14 |12 | | |
|Leptotyphlops longicaudus |14 |10 |266-325 [34-58 |
|Leptotyphlops nigricans |14 |10 |199-289 |19-33 |
|Leptotyphlops occidentalis |14 |12 [292-342 [2025 |
|Leptotyphlops sylvicolos |14 | [174-104 |10 |
|Leptotyphlops scutifrons scutifrons |14 |10 [197-307 [19-30 |
|Leptotyphlops telloi |14 12 |260-263 |24-26 |

GENUS: LIMNOPHIS

Limnophis
bangweolicus

3+4

132 147 Van iabl e

GENUS: LYCODONOMORPHUS

Lycodonomorphus 4+5
174-177 60-85 |E(D

laevissimus ©) (7) (3+4) (7)
Lycodonomorphus, | 164-171 [P 5176 |E 8 a5 L 2 8  |1+2
leleupi mlanjensis 2 1
Lycodonomorphus 8 4+5

: : 19 164-175 |P 3752 [E 1 2 8 1+2
obscuriventris 9) (5+6)
Lycodonomorphus 3+4;4+5 |1 8 1+2

19 158-179 |P 53-86 ||E 7/8 ’ 2

rufulus (4,5+6) |(2) (719) |(1+3)




GENUS: LYCOPHIDION

Lycophidion 1+2

capense 159-200 25-42 venicble (1) (7) (2+2)

Lycophidion 35 2 8 1+2

o 17 196-214 |P 32-40 [E 8 . 1

hellmichi variable (1) (M |22

Lycophidion 35 2 8 1+2
: 17 159-187 |P 22-39 |E 8 . 1

multimacul atum variable (1) (M |22

Lycophidion ., 193-213

namibianum

Lycophidion 6-7  |3+4 2 6

nanum 17 151-164 |P 69-92 |E (5/8) |variable 1 1) (57) 1+2

Lycophidion 17 140-145

pygmaeum

Lycophidion 35 2 8 1+2
) 17 139-157 |P 19-30 |E 8 . 1

semiannule variable (1) (M |22

Lycophidion 35 2 8 1+2
: 17 185-204 |P 3040 [E 8 . 1

variegatum variable (1) (M |2+

GENUS MACRELAPS

25/27 1+2
23) 158 172 35 50 (0 +1+1)

Macrelaps
microlepidotus

GENUS MEHELYA

Mehelya

capensis (17) 193-224 P 4458 |E (6/8) 3+4 (2) 12 (7) 142
capensis

Mehelya 7 1 8 1+2
y 15 165-184 P 5177 |E AU A 1 ol
Mehelya | 256-268 |P 60-68 |E 7 35 1 1 8 142
vernayi 2




GENUS: MEIZODON

2+2 2+3
(1) var| iable

910

Meizodon 4+5 1
167 196 66 91
semiornatus (9) (5+6) (2)

GENUS MONTASPIS

Montaspis 145 151 53 50 1 2 9 42
gllvomaculata
Naja
8/9 1+2;1+3
annulifera (15/19) 179-200 |P 51-56 ||E (8) 0 1 2 (10) arisble
anchieta
Naja
q 19 7 1 2 8/9 1+2;1+3
annul!fera (17/21) 175-203 |P 51-65 |E ) 0 2 w3 (10 erisble
annulifera
Naja 19 7 1 3 1+2;1+3
201-214 |P 63-72 ||E 3+4 8 =
melanoleuca |(17/21) 8 2 2 variable
Naja 23-25 6 3 2 3 9
mossambica |(2uz7) MRS P STl B @ @4 |0 @ 61011 vaisle
Naja
SR 21 6 3 2 2+4;2+45
n!gr!cpllls 23) 192-226 |P 57-73 |E ) (3+414) (1) 3 9 arisble
nigricincta
NE 6 3 9
n!gr!coll!s 17-21  |182-196 |P 54-66 |E R @ 2 3 (8/10) 2+4;2+5
nigricollis
NE 6 3 9
nlgrlc_olhs 21 221-228 |P 65-74 |E R @ 2 3 (8/10) 2+4;2+5
woodi
P 21 3 9 1+3
Naanivea (19) 195-227 |P 50-68 |E 7 3+4 1 @ 8/10) |varisble




GENUS: NATRICITERES

Natriciteres 9-11
dlfzsss (17) 130-153 57-87 (7/9) verble (2) (uz) ©) varlable

Natriciteres 8 4+5 1 3 8
variegata  |15-17  |125-143 |P 60-84 |D @ aiable (2 @ @ |2
sylvatica

GENUS: PELAMIS

Pelamis
platurus

49-67 264r406 10/ 11

var| iable

GENUS: PHILOTHAMNUS

Philothamnus 9/10
angolensis 149-170 87120 D(E) (810 O (2) (:L/3) (8/11) varicble
Philothamnus 8 4+5 1 2 1+1
hoplogaster 15 140-165 |P 73-106 |D (719)  Narizble |(2) 3 o1l | e
Philothamnus

. 4+5:5+6 2 10/11 [2+2
natalens!s 15 156-182 |P 108-130 |D 8/9 varisble |t 3 (9/12) variable
natalensis
ACETETALS 4+5:5+6 |1 2 242
natglenss_ 15 154-177 |P 111-135||D 8/9 varisble ? 3 811 | Jisble
occidentalis
Philothamnus 8 3-5 2 1+1
OrNALS 15 147-174 |P 85-106 |D (910) |varisble 1 3 9-11 (1+2):(2+1)
Philothamnus 4-6 242
semivariegatus 15 175-204 |P 122-166 |D 812 | e |1 2 912 |t e




GENUS: PROATHERIS

Proatheris

superciliaris (10 11)

(10/13)

11-12 ‘

27-29 131 156 32 45 8- 8—14 ‘

GENUS: PROSYMNA

Prosymna 1 1+2
121-163 16-26 7/8
angolensis (5/7) @) (2+2;2+3)
Prosymna 6 2 8
.. 15 154-180 |P 22-32  ||E 3+4 1 1+2;2+2;2+3
bivittata (%) () )
Prosymna 6 3+4 2 89 |1+2
. 15 153-199 |P 32-54 |E 1

frontalis (7) (4+5) () (10) |(2+3)
Prosymna 6 1 2 8
. 15/17  |107-129 |P 24-36 |E 3+4 1+2
janii (517) @) (0;,1/3) |(7/9)
Prosymna 6 3+4 1 2 8 1+2
T ety 15 124-164 P 17-39 ||E 67y vaiable [(02) @) |(779) |variable
Prosymna 5 1 ) 8
s_undevallu 15 135-168 |P 17-27 [E 5) 3+4 2 w3 6719 1+2;2+2/2+3
lineata
Prosymna

i 6 3+4 1 2 14+2;2+2
sundevall!! 15 131-170 |P 20-34 |E 57)  |varisble (2) (1/3) 8 e
sundevallii
Frosymna |, o 189-208 |P 3757 E 6 4 1 2 7 |12
Visserii

GENUS PSAMMOPHYLAX

Psammophylax L 1011
rhombeatus 17 143-177 |P 60-84 ||D
7:9/10 varlable 2 3 9/12 varlable

rhombeatus ( ) &) ( ) (9/12)
Psammophylax |, 139-176 [P 4969 D 8 45 |1 2 911 [243
tritaeniatus
Psammophylax 142
variabilis 17 149-167 |P 49-61 D 8 445 1 2 9-11 -

. variable
variabilis




GENUS: PSAMMOPHIS

: No of
Midbody ;DS?Ir:eli Total S|A1?dald Noof | Upper | Noof | Noof L ower
Species scale |Ventrals d Sub- - Upper | Labials | Pre Post- . Temporals
rows ey Caudals DIty Labials | entering |Oculars |Oculars el
Caudals Entire
the eye
Psammophis 8 4+5 1 2 8~ 1+2
angolensis |t 135156 P 57-82 D 6:7/9) vaidble |2) @) |79 |(1+12+2)
Psammophis
brevirogtris |17 146-167 P 79-108 |D 8 4+5 1 2 10 243
. . (7/9) |varidble (9/12)
brevirostris
Psammophis 10
brevlrostns 17 151-174 |P 72-109 |D 8 4+5 1 2 (8:9/11) variable
leopardinus
Psammophis |15 8 4+5 2 9 2+2;2+3
cE an (&SP 61-81 D @9 |(3-456) [* @ |10 |vaiale
Psammophis 7 3+4 2 9 2+2
allae 15 154-175 ||P 84112 D ©6/8) |variable |* @ |10 |2+
Psammophis 10
Ie!ghton! 17 155-161 |P 92-97 D 8 4+5 1 2 (9/11) |varisble
leightoni
Psammophis 10
Ie|gr_1ton|_ 17 167-187 |P 94-112 |D 8 4+5 1 2 @11) |variable
namibensis
TEETE 8 4+5 1 2 10
leightoni 17 150-175 |P 84-120 D 2+2;2+3
i . 7/9 3+4/5+6) |(2 3 9/11 '
e (719) | ) |(2) (3) (9/11)
Psammophis 8 4+5 10
mo bicus 17 151-183 |P 82-110 |D (6:7/19) \varicble 1 2 (9/11) 1/2+3
Psammophis 8 4+5 2 2 2+2
. 17 155-183 |P 80-107 |E(D 9-12 :
notostictus O en e @ @ varicble
PEEIME IS 1 2 10 2+2:2+3
su_btaen!atus 17 148-170 |P 94-116 |D 8 4+5 ? 3) ©11) |1 +é)
orientalis
GEETE 9 4-6 1 2 10 2+2:2+3
wbtaen!atus 17 155-181 |P 106-132 |D (§10) |varisle |(2) 3 (9/11) (1+é)
subtaeniatus
Psammophis 9 5+6 2 1+1;1+2;2+2
trigrammus 17 183-197 |P 132-155 D (810) |varisble |(13) 2 10-11 | e
: No of
Midbody fs?lr:eli Total S|A1?dald Noof | Upper | Noof | Noof L ower
Species scale |Ventrals Sug_ Sub- Divided/ Upper |Labials | Pre Post- labials Temporals
rows Caudals : Labials lentering |Oculars |Oculars
Caudals Entire
the eye
Pseudaspis 7 1 3 3+4;2+4
cana. 25-31  [175-218 |P 4370 D (6/9) 4 2 (2/4) 10-13 |0 e




GENUS: PYTHONODIPSAS

Pythonodl psas|,
carinata 182 208 41 55 11 13 Van iable

GENUS: PYTHON

Python |0 o1 253267 46-57 1518 |15-18 |15-16
anchietae

Python oo o5 161201 |p 6384 |[ED 1215 [0 813 [813  |1720 |
natalensis variable

GENUS RAMPHOTYPHLOPS

IRamphotyphlops braminus |33-66 |20 |306-348

GENUS: RHAMPHIOPHIS

Rhamphlophl 10 11 2+3;3+3
rostratus 148 194 87 118 (4/4+5) (2/4) (3/4) (12) varlable

GENUS: RHINOTYPHLOPS

IRhinotyphlops boylei |a5-26 |26-28 [351-377 |
IRhinotyphlops lalandei 3550 |26-30 [337-441 |
IRhinotyphlops schinzi |45-57 |22-26 |413-260 |
IRhinotyphlops schlegelii mucrosa |21-56 [30-36 [360-517 |
IRhinotyphlops schlegelii petersii | [34-40 [350-440 |

|

IRhinotyphlops schlegelii schlegelii |23-40 [32-44 [332-623




GENUS: TELESCOPUS

Telescopus 2+3
2119 |190-220 40-59 |E(D 2 11-12

beetzii ©) @) (2+2/3+2)
Telescopus

: 19 89 (35 1112 [242:2+3
semiannulatus | 17,5, 214-247 P 59-78 DB 7110) |vaiavle |1 2 (10/13) |varizble
polystictus
Telescopus

: 19 89 (35 1112 [242:2+3
semiannulatus | ;7,,,) [190-244 P 51-88 DB |7110) |vaiale |1 2 (10/13) |varizble
semiannulatus

GENUS: THELOTORNIS

Thelotornis
10-12 |[1+2;1+3

capens's 19 144-160 P 130-152||D (7/9) vanble (2) (2/4) (9/13) \variable
capensis
Thelotornis

. 8 4+5 1 3 10-12 |[1+2;1+3
s LEnEls 19 149-166 \P 127-158||D 719) |vaiavle |2 |24 |@13) \aiable
mossambicanus
Thelotornis 8 4+5 1 3 10-12 |1+2;1+3
capensis oatseii |- 156-177 1P 126-165) D 719) vaisble [(2)  |(24) |(@/13) lvaisble

GENUS: TYPHLOPS

' Typhlops bibronii [25-36 (40) [30-34 [363-453
Typhlops fornasinii |23-33 |22-26 [232-277 |
Typhlops obtusus |48-95 |24-26 |a60-507 |




GENUS XENOCALAMUS

Xenocalamus
bicolor 17 186-216 |P 23-31 |D
australis

3 0 1 5 0+1
(6)

Xenocalamus
bicolor 17 196-256 |P 20-36 ||D 6 3+4 0 1
bicolor

(4) 0+1

Xenocalamus
bicolor 15 201-248 [P 25-37 D 6 3+4 0 1 5 0+1

lineatus

Xenocalamus
mechowii 17 247-296 [P 22-32 D 3+4 0 2 5 0+1

. 5
Inornatus ©

Xenocalamus |, 187-218 |P 2233 |D 56 [2H33H 1 6 |01

sabiensis (3

Xenocalamus
transvaalensis

17 183-192 |P 23-32 D 5 2+3 0 1 5/6 0+1
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